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Stereotypes around boys and English 

• Popular media coverage  

• Scholarly output  

• Discursive activity  

• Stereotypes  

1: Scott: I know a bit of poetry. I know how to write a few poems, like I wrote a 
few poems and typed 'em out on the computer and done pictures for them 
and now they're on the back of my nanna's toilet door. 



2: Greg: Was that for school or did you just do it in your own? 

3: Scott: Oh I just did it cos I like to try and rhyme a lot of things and that. 

4: Greg: What do other boys think about poetry? 

5: Scott: Most of them think it's really boring, like it's a girls thing and that. My 
friends don't know that I like to write poetry. I've wrote one romantic thing but I 
won't go into that [[laughs]]. 

6: Greg: [[Laughs]] So, they don't know. 

7: Scott: They don't know that I like write a lot of poetry. 

8: Greg: What would happen if they found out? 

9: Scott: I think they'd tease me, pay me out in other words. 

Academic re-presentations 

"Representations, then, are never innocent or neutral reflections of reality. As the word itself 
suggests, they re-present reality for us: that is, they offer not a mirror of the world but an 
interpretation of it" 

(Midalia, 1999) 

• Social construction of masculinities 

• Growing up as a boy 

• Hegemonic masculinity 

• The 'Literate Self' 

Media re-presentations 

• Globalisation, market liberalism 

• Back-to-basics 

• 'Literacy' performance 

• Genuine crisis or media alarmism? 

The research and its 'Cracks' and 'fissures' 

• Southwoods High School 

• Interplay between masculinities and subject English 

• Expected findings 



• Counter-expectational findings 

• 'Cracks' and 'fissures' 

Findings 

• Multiplicity of masculinities 

• Dynamism 

• Authority and masculinity 

• Reading and writing gendered texts 

• Culture of underachievement 

• Centrality of relationships 

• Gendered teacher-student relationships 

Reading and writing gendered texts 

John: I can't walk into a building without seeing it as a text, without reading it 
as a text. I've been accused of reading people as texts. And it's quite right, 
nothing is not constructed, nothing is not constructed for a purpose, so 
therefore everything is a text. 

  

Greg: [[Reads scenario to point about reading books for adults]]. 

Gary: That's really, um he needs medical attention, seriously. 

Greg: [[Laughs]][[Continues scenario to point about getting work done on 
time]]. 

Gary: That's not me. 

Greg: [[Continues scenario to point about computers as only passtime]]. 

Gary: He needs medical attention, seriously. 

Greg: [[Continues]] So, my question is what do you think of a boy like that? 

Gary: Is he on drugs? 

Greg: I dunno, that's not included, you think there's something... 

Gary: Does he go to a psychiatrist? 

Greg: No. 



Gary: Cos he needs to. 

Counter-expectational findings 

• English as feminised 

• Homophobia 

• Non-negativity 

• "We don't know what English is" 

• Relationships 

• Flexibility, range, boundaries 

Conclusion 

Implications: 

• Cracks and fissures - critical reflection 

• Pervasiveness of gender 

• Critical awareness 

• Construction of contexts 

 


