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Abstract:

Describes  the  long running educational  research  dissemination 
project of NZCER and ACER to publish and encourage use of  set  : 
research  information  for teachers.  Similar  publications  from 
around the world  are also described briefly.
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What is set?

set:  Research  Information for Teachers has  been  published  to 
disseminate  research for over 10 years. It began in New  Zealand 
in  1974 and since 1979 has been jointly published in  Australia.  
The   New  Zealand  Council  for  Educational  Research   (NZCER) 
initiated  the publication and the concept of a set or packet  of 
information and ACER expanded its circulation into Australia  and 
developed the summary single topic sets called Best of ...  which 
re-publish  outstanding  material  from  earlier  issues  of  the 
regular  series together with a proportion of new material  on  a 
single  topic.   This  paper reviews  this  practical  method  of 
dissemination of research to some of the potential audiences  for 
it.

Who makes set?

To  a large extent, the content of set is determined by  the  two 
editors searching for material and either requesting academics to 
contribute  on their particular work or by re-writing  conference 
papers or sometimes journal articles.  The editors are  cognizant 
of  a  framework of types of research and overall  coverage  over 
several  issues of the publication, of subjects and  levels  from 
many  educational  settings.   The  editors  are  influenced   by 
discussions  with  colleagues at either NZCER or  ACER  and  some 
other institutions.

set  is  jointly  published  by  NZCER  and  ACER  and  sold   by 
subscription  to schools, teachers and other interested  persons.  
Detailed  analyses  of subscribers have been made  from  time  to 
time. (Jeffery 1990)  

Both  editors  locate  possible  contributions  and  arrange  for 
selection  procedures  (see below), but  re-writing  of  academic 
material  which  is  not in appropriate style  for  the  intended 
readership is done by the General Editor Mr Llwellyn Richards who 



is  contracted to NZCER.  Mr Peter Jeffery, who is contracted  to 
ACER  for set editorial work is responsible for the  location  of 
suitable  Australian material and co-operative refinement of  the 
final content of the series and each set.

10 years of set

set was initiated in New Zealand with a grant which allowed NZCER 
to  distribute it free of charge to all schools in  that  country 
for  several years.  After an abortive attempt to distribute  the 
New Zealand set directly into Australia, NZCER asked ACER to join 
in  the project to disseminate research to teachers.   When  ACER 
agreed  to become joint publisher it had no external  sponsorship 
so  a specially compiled set: Special Issue was made up from  the 
material  which  had appeared in earlier New Zealand  issues  and 
which  was  estimated  to be likely to be of  vital  interest  to 
Australian  teachers.  This was advertised nationally  by  direct 
mail  and  3000  copies  were sold in  3  months.   Most  of  the 
purchasers of the Special Issue later paid to become  subscribers 
to set.

set  was  published  in two editions in  early  years  with  some 
material  common to both the New Zealand and Australian  editions 
but  some  unique  to each.  Gradually it  became  apparent  that 
readers on both sides of the Tasman Sea were reasonably  tolerant 
of  each  others'  special  arrangements  and  indeed  were  even 
interested to read about non-local teaching and learning problems 
and  solutions.   This broadenening function has  always  been  a 
small  purpose  for the publication, introducing a  leavening  of 
overseas  (mainly British and American) research  information  to 
teachers  in Australia and New Zealand, through the mechanism  of 
publishing a small amount of overseas material in each issue.

Periodic  indexes have been produced for set (about  every  fifth 
year).   In Australia, ACER published charts containing lists  of 
topics covered in set and mailed these to all schools, partly  in 
order to encourage subscriptions but also to promote  recognition 
of  the content and encourage its use regardless of how  teachers 
obtained the items.   The joint publishers have always encouraged 
photocopying  of  set  material  "in  the  interests  of   better 
teaching",  so  set  information  is  passed  around  within  the 
education  profession  by local reproduction at schools  and  the 
like.

In New Zealand, NZCER has supported requests for individual items 



out  of set packets from past issues by supplying leftovers  free 
until the printer's over-runs have been used up.  ACER has  tried 
to  avoid the issue of replacement of lost items or requests  for 
single  copies  generally  but two attempts  were  made  to  sell 
photocopies  of  sets  of set items  from  back  numbers.   These 
involved   too  much  'handling'  for  a  commercially   oriented 
organization  and  so were dropped even  though  fairly  punitive 
minimum order pricing structure had been put in place.

Dissemination of research - needs of teachers and researchers.

The  prime  rationale  for set is that  research  (in  particular 
educational research) needs disseminating.  The format and target 
audience  stated  in  the full title  of  the  publication,  set: 
Research Information for Teachers  both relates to the needs of a 
group  of  professional  people who do not have  easy  access  to 
research  findings  in  their original forms  or  indeed  in  the 
scientific  literature  of educational research  through  learned 
journal articles.

It  is not the purpose of this paper to trace the  literature  on 
dissemination  of  educational  research  nor  the   professional 
reading behaviour of teachers or their other information sources.  
Suffice it to say that teachers do not as a rule spend much  time 
on  professional  reading,  library  work  or  similar   academic 
pursuits.  Therefore it was seen to be a useful role for NZCER to 
produce   a  publication  specifically  aiming   to   disseminate 
information   to  teachers  in  the  interests   of   educational 
improvement in the schools.

Teachers  need short, directly written  and practically  oriented 
reports.  set tries to produce items that can be "taken in"  over 
a 10 minute tea break.

set  was  also  started  because of the  needs  of  the  research 
community.   NZCER   has  always included a  high  proportion  of 
research  done  by its staff members in its projects  or  by  the 
staff summarising the research of others for dissemination to the 
schools.   ACER  has  not been so involved due  somewhat  to  the 
nature  of the "policy type research" on which it has  tended  to 
focus  with concommitant different audience for the results,  but 
also due to set not being perceived as an ACER publication. 



The  research  community is well served  with  publications  that 
promote  and provide communications channels between  researchers 
but  except  for a few instances and examples, it has  not  spent 
much effort on dissemination to other groups.  The mechanisms for 
recognition and promotion in the academic community by and  large 
do  not place much credence on publications or  other  activities 
which  do not go through the "rigours" of refereeing by  academic 
peers  such  as  the  editorial  boards  of  academic   journals.  
Publications  and  activities outside this framework are  not  as 
highly  valued  as  contributions  to  learned  conferences   and 
symposia and such "popular" work does not communicate with  funds 
providers in government and tertiary institutions.

These  narrow  minded  views ignore the  political  realities  of 
society whereby, ultimately, taxpayers fund research and tertiary 
institutions.   Politicians, teachers and the business  community 
tend to deride research as "academic" because they are unaware of 
the important contributions it makes to the conduct of  education 
and schools.  It is the responsibility of the research  community 
to  provide output of its endeavours in  forms that will  enhance 
the respect of the community for the work that is done.

set  has  made  an  important contribution  also  to  sharing  of 
research  around the world.  set contains material  sourced  from 
other  countries  and encourages other  similar  publications  in 
other countries to use set items in their publications.  Quite  a 
high proportion of set items have been reproduced in journals and 
magazines  and even in  set "look-a-likes" such as  the  recently 
published  packet  School Organization for the  1990's[sic]  from 
the Catholic Education Office in Victoria.

Readership and subscribers

There  are  about  2000 subscribers to set  in  New  Zealand  and 
approaching 3000 in Australia. (Numbers vary from 2000 - 3500  in 
Australia  depending on ACER advertising).   The  composition  of 
the subscriber group has been described elsewhere and will not be 
elaborated upon here. (Jeffery 1990)

Readership of set is much higher than the subscriber numbers  due 
to  the  encouraging of copying by the publishers  but  also  the 
flexible  "pass it around" loose leaf format of set helps  people 
use  the  material  in seminars and  meetings,  with  or  without 
copying items.

Use of set



In 1980 Jon Owen and Kevin Hall conducted some research into  how 
teachers  used  set in Australia. (Owen & Hall 1981)  They  found 
that teachers very much appreciated the concept of set but at the 
time relatively few had heard of it.

Research  has also been conducted into set use in New Zealand  by 
Jeffery  (1985) who found that more teachers in that country  new 
about set than in Australia and those that did know of it used it 
as one way of getting information for school improvement.

Refereeing of content

In  the  early  days of set in Australia  an  advisory  committee 
existed  with  the  dual  roles of  stimulating  up-take  of  the 
material and thus to increase subscriber numbers and of  liaising 
with  the  potential  readership  and the  editors  so  that  the 
material  set  published  would suit the  needs  of  teachers  in 
various locations.  The contribution of the members of the set  : 
research   information  for  teachers,  Advisory  Committee   was 
variable  and  overall effectiveness related to  the  individuals 
involved.   All  were  rather better at stimulating  use  of  set 
rather  than  locating  or  stimulating  a  flow  of  publishable 
material.

The  Advisory Committee played a small but important part in  the 
selection of material for publication in a refereeing role.   The 
practical problem encountered in obtaining the assistance of  the 
members  for refereeing type tasks was that of allowing time  for 
these  people  to read and respond to proffered  items  and  then 
share  their  opinions  with the general editor  of  set  in  New 
Zealand, all before publication processes could be put in train. 

Through  their excellent connections in the State Institutes  for 
Educational  Research in various States set:  Advisory  Committee 
members  were able to do a very good job of stimulating  interest 
in  set.   In  1991 we have seen a repeat of that  type  of  work 
through  the initiative of Dr Alan Watson (NSW IER and member  of 
ACER Council).  Dr Watson arranged for contacts in many States to 
obtain  senior  Ministry  endorsement  for  set.   This  was   to 
accompany a set brochure printed by ACER but distributed by State 
and System authorities to their schools.



In  1991  the  Australian Editor of set travelled  to  NZCER  for 
discussions  on  the  joint publication and  among  other  things 
arranged for the establishment of a set: Editorial Advisory Board 
which  will  be identified on the publication and which  will  be  
involved   in  refereeing  material  submitted  for  set.     The 
distinguished members of this Board (from both countries) will be 
announced  in the first issue of 1992.  It has always  been  more 
difficult  to  get published in set than most  refereed  journals 
because all material has been examined by two editors and  groups 
of  staff  at both ACER and NZCER but Australian  academics  have 
reported  that because the refereeing was not overt there  was  a 
difficulty  in  getting academic credit for work in  relation  to 
set.  It is hoped that a publicly visible set: Editorial Advisory 
Board  will overcome any reluctance on the part of  academics  to 
spend time writing for set.

Copying of concept of set 

The  concept of set : research information for teachers has  been 
endorsed by authorities in many parts of the world.  Evidence  of 
this  is  the  number of "clones" which have  appeared  with  the 
encouragement of the set editors.  

A  Singapore  look-a-like called REACT (Research  and  Evaluation 
Abstracts  for  Classroom Teachers)  intended for  teachers   was 
produced  in 1984.  It is not known whether this  publication  is 
continuing.  Likewise, a publication from the then Darling  Downs 
Institute  for Advanced Education was published for a time  in  a 
format similar to set.

The  National Foundation for Educational Research in England  and 
Wales (NFER) negotiated to start a set like publication in  1989.  
They   produced  four  issues  of TOPIC in  packets  like  set  : 
research information for teachers as we know it before moving  to 
a ring binder (for "spine presence" on shelves perhaps) for their 
twice yearly packets.  Apart from the format change TOPIC follows 
set  :  research  information  for  teachers  principles   fairly 
closely,  encouraging copying, individual  pamphlets/items,  wide 



coverage  of levels and subjects, practical, clear,  non-academic 
style, etc.

The latest clone of set that has appeared is that of the Catholic 
Education Office in Victoria.  They reproduced with permission  a 
set  item but also published a resource collection on the  single 
focus of school organization.

Content of set

As  mentioned above, set comprises a mixture of items which  over 
the  span of a few issues and even years tries to cover  material 
of  interest  to teachers of diverse levels  and  subjects.   The 
regular  issues  have been described  as  smorgasbord  offerings, 
something for everyone.  In 1990 Jeffery summarised the  coverage 
of set for the past 10 years. (Jeffery 1990)

The  joint publishers have also produced some special  issues  of 
set  for particular groups and other purposes.  The set:  Special 
Issue  to launch the publication in Australia has been  mentioned 
above.   NZCER published some special issues called "folios"  for 
their  Early Childhood Unit.  However, the most  notable  special 
issues  have  been  the  Best  of  set...  series  in  which  the 
publishers  re-print material that "has stood the test  of  time" 
together  with new material created to round out and bring up  to 
date  the  special issue topic.  Expert guest editors  have  been 
recruited  to assist the general editor and Australian editor  in 
selecting,  compiling  and writing new material for the  Best  of 
sets  which appear inbetween the twice yearly regular sets    and 
are sold separately to the subscription series.

Contributors to set

Full details of set contributors were published for the 1990 AARE 
Conference (Sydney) and will not be repeated here. (Jeffery 1990)  
Whilst  some  material  is received  from  academics  and  others 
without  asking,  by far the majority of  published  material  is 
solicited from authors identified through journal publications or 
by the editors asking a paper presenter to re-write or allow  re-
writing of their work.  There are many who will accept the  offer 
to examine a re-write but fewer who are keen on writing specially 
for set.  This may not be because of lack of time (the most often 
stated  reason) but could be because the task of writing  in  the 



appropriate style and with necessary brevity is daunting.   

Reader needs surveys

Each  year  the editors employ various techniques to  fathom  out 
what teachers may need or want to know.  A good response was  had 
to  an  open ended invitation on a subscription renewal  form  to 
"Tell us what you are interested in..".  Similarly, a free  offer 
of  an Australian Education Index search with a voucher  sent  to 
renewing  subscribers elicited by inference lists of topics  that 
some people were interested in.

Access to past information published in set.

The advent of electronic databases has improved the possibilities 
for  access to past set material but since appropriate  computers 
are  not  widespread  in schools this method must  wait  for  the 
facilities  to catch up with the possibilities.  In  New  Zealand 
NZCER  offers a reference library service which will  report  set 
material  according  to  topic research  requests  and  print-out 
reading lists.  This could be implemented in Australia but  would 
suffer  from the lower level of penetration of set in  Australian 
schools  for the lists would lead teachers in new subscribing  or 
intermittently subscribing schools to frustrating dead-ends  when 
they  could not find the items locally that had been  listed  and 
ACER  still  does not supply back items except  on  inter-library 
loan.

The library of ACER and the Australian editor of set are  working 
together to link materials to users through AARnet.  Perhaps this 
will provide the access teachers need.

How to be published by set.

Aspiring authors are advised to contact one of the set editors in 
the  first instance to check whether their proposed topic is  one 
which  set  readers  are likely to  find  useful.   Gathering  an 
affirmative answer to that question naturally does not  guarantee 
publication  of  anything  that is subsequently  written  as  the 
submitted  material will be subjected to scrutiny by editors  and 
referees.



set Editors.

New Zealand:                  Australia:

Mr Llwellyn Richards          Mr Peter Jeffery
General Editor                set Editor (Australia)
set                           "La Grue" 
NZCER                         Gruyere Road
Wellington NZ                 Gruyere 3770
                              Victoria, Australia.
                              Fax/phone: 059 649 296
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